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Energy Improvements in Rural or Remote Areas — 
Mashkiiziibii Minigrid
The Energy Improvements in Rural or Remote Areas (ERA) Program, managed by the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) 
Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations (OCED), aims to fund community-driven energy projects that demonstrate clean 
energy systems, deliver measurable and sustained benefits to people who live in rural or remote areas, and build clean energy 
knowledge, capacity, and self-reliance throughout rural America. As part of the ERA Program’s cooperative agreement funding 
opportunity, OCED sought applications with a range of different technologies aimed at improving the resilience, reliability, and 
affordability of clean energy systems in communities across the country with 10,000 or fewer people. OCED selected 17 projects 
across 20 states and 30 tribal nations for a total of up to $366 million in federal funding. Following negotiations, in August 2024, 
OCED awarded the Mashkiiziibii Minigrid project more than $600,000 for Phase 1 activities on the Bad River Reservation, WI.

Awardee Fact Sheet

Project at a Glance
	» Total OCED Cost Share: Up to $14.1 million
	» Phase 1 Total Project Amount: $794,862*
	» Phase 1 OCED Award Amount: $635,881**
	» Phase 1 Scope of Work: Planning, development, and 
design activities

	» Phase 1 Timeline: 7-8 months
	» Recipient: Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians is a federally recognized tribe

	» Project Locations: Bad River Reservation, WI
	» Start Date: August 2024

*Represents the total project cost for Phase 1.

**�Represents OCED’s cost share for Phase 1. Additional funding for this project is 
subject to future award negotiations at the end of each project phase. 

About This Project
The Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians—also known as Mashkiiziibii—plans to build a 5 MW 
solar photovoltaic (solar PV) array and an 8 MWh battery 
energy storage system to connect with existing diesel and 
natural gas generation. This combination would form a 
hybrid minigrid that would power the reservation’s Odanah, 
Aspen Acres, Franks Field, and Birch Hill communities. 
Located along the shores of Lake Superior, residents of the 
Bad River Reservation experience harsh winter weather, 
extreme storms, and flooding known to cause power 
outages. The implementation of a hybrid minigrid would 
increase the Tribe’s energy resilience and reliability, while 
moving them closer to energy sovereignty. 

This project aims to help the Mashkiiziibii reach its goal 
of carbon free emissions with 100% renewable electricity 
generation by 2027 and provide a model for replication in 
other tribes and rural communities. 
In August 2024, OCED awarded the Mashkiiziibii Minigrid 
project with more than $600,000 to conduct Phase 1, which 
is expected to last 7 to 8 months. During this phase, the 
Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
will conduct preliminary design, planning and development 
activities including forming a joint tribal-utility working group, 
providing input into OCED’s National Environmental Policy Act 
review, and initiating community and labor engagement.   
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Project Site
This project would be located on the Bad River Reservation in Ashland and Iron counties in northwestern Wisconsin along 
the shores of Lake Superior, where the majority of the Reservation’s 1,545 residents are tribal members.

Community Benefits Commitments
Community benefits commitments are a key component of the Mashkiiziibii Minigrid project. These commitments are informed 
and developed—in consultation with local communities—to mitigate any potential negative impacts of this project and 
maximize local community benefits. The Mashkiiziibii Minigrid project plans to implement these commitments through: 
•	� Organizing Community Discovery Workshops, public meetings, presentations, and surveys to understand the 

community’s priorities, support two-way learning, and inform project decisions.

•	� Partnering with the University of Wisconsin’s Clean Energy Community Initiative to distribute a clean energy 	
focused curriculum and skills training to higher and professional education institutions serving tribes and communities in 
northern Wisconsin. 

•	� Creating quality jobs that offer competitive salary packages and hourly wages, comprehensive benefits, and support for 
professional development, and offering opportunities for current employees to reskill or upskill for project-related opportunities.

More details on the Mashkiiziibii Minigrid project’s community benefits commitments can be found in the			 
Community Benefits Commitments Fact Sheet.

The Lake Superior shoreline from Mashkiiziibii
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Energy Improvements in Rural or Remote Areas Program Goals
Nearly one in six Americans live in rural or remote communities and face a unique set of energy challenges due to their smaller 
populations and isolation from larger electrical systems—including higher electric bills, unreliable energy supplies, and/or no 
access to electricity at all. The ERA Program aims to address these challenges by funding community-driven energy projects 
that demonstrate clean energy systems, deliver measurable and sustained benefits to people who live in rural or remote areas, 
and build clean energy knowledge, capacity, and self-reliance throughout rural America. This program will leverage DOE’s 
expertise in resilient energy solutions while recognizing the unique environmental, cultural, and economic landscapes of rural 
and remote communities. The selected projects cover a range of clean energy technologies—from solar, battery storage systems 
and microgrids to hydropower, heat pumps, biomass, and electric vehicle charging infrastructure—to ensure new economic 
opportunities in every pocket of the nation.

Contact
Program Email: EngageERA@hq.doe.gov
Site-Specific Email: Midwest_ERA2970@hq.doe.gov
OCED Media Email: OCEDNewsroom@hq.doe.gov

More Resources
Website: energy.gov/oced/era
Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations: energy.gov/oced

Energy Coordinator & Climate Change Specialist Jillian Wilde at Wastewater Treatment Plant microgrid

The U.S. Department of Energy established OCED to help scale the emerging technologies needed to tackle our 
most pressing climate challenges and achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. OCED’s mission is to deliver clean energy 
demonstration projects at scale in partnership with the private sector to accelerate deployment, market adoption, and 
the equitable transition to a decarbonized energy system. 
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